
TOPICS SUGGESTED FOR THE 2018/19 WORK PROGRAMME

Suggested Topic Council Plan Links Does this proposal relate 
to an SLDC function?

Expected outcome Suggested 
format

Timing of 
review?

Recommendations

(1) The Effect of World Heritage Status on the 
Lake District

Environment, Economy, Housing Yes Investigation into possible detrimental impact on housing, on local businesses 
being overtaken by larger chains and on the environment

Not specified Not specified Low Priority – 
suggested for inclusion 
on 2019/20 Work 
Programme

(2) Economic Growth Strategy Economy Yes, through the Council’s 
role in the economic 
development of the area. 
The current Economic 
Growth Strategy is due for 
a review during 2018/19.

An updated Economic Growth Strategy which takes account of the wider 
economic picture and growth strategies including the development of the 
Northern Powerhouse, the Industrial Strategy White Paper, Brexit and the 
potential benefits of a functional economic area consisting of South Lakeland, 
Barrow and Lancaster.

Task and finish 
group

Timed to coincide 
with the currently 
planned review of 
the strategy 
(currently summer 
2018).

High priority – include 
on Work Programme

(3) Kendal Town Council Management Cmttee have 
suggested that the management of trees on SLDC 
land be reviewed. We have received complaints 
about overgrown and unmanaged trees on your 
land.

Environment Yes Improved management of SLDC tree assets. Workshop No Low Priority – suggest 
seeking update as part 
of relevant portfolio 
holder report

(4) Clean Air Zone – Ulverston
Proposals:
•         to introduce pedestrianisation and a 20 mph 
limit in Ulverston town centre.
•         to take action against motorists “idling”, using 
existing powers to impose £20 on-the-spot fines, to 
be issued by traffic wardens
•         to mount a volunteer-led press campaign to 
publicise the scheme as well as involving schools to 
encourage the introduction of “walking buses” which 
in one experiment reduced NO2 by 20 per cent, and 
particulate matter, which causes most damage, by 
30 per cent (BBC TV's documentary Fighting for 
Air.)
It is believed that we must act quickly to reduce 
emissions in Ulverston now that we know how much 
damage they cause – 4,000 deaths per annum in 
the UK, compared to about 1700 from road 
accidents, plus other health effects including 
dementia and lifelong and irreparable damage to 
children's lungs.

The absence of vehicles in the centre 
would in itself create a more pleasant 
environment for people to shop, enjoy a 
coffee, or just chat, and may well 
inspire additions such as greenery in 
planters in the streets, maintained by 
volunteers, all of which meets the 
council's aim of appealing to both 
residents and visitors.
As well as leading to an overall 
improved quality of life, the Clean Air 
Zone could well help in attracting high-
quality jobs (possibly itself even 
creating some jobs - i.e. traffic 
warden(s) depending on the success of 
the plan to issue fines for 'idling') and 
retaining people in the area, meeting 
the council's aim, in the words of the 
chief executive, of making South 
Lakeland “the best place to live, work 
and explore.”

Yes, environmental health; 
culture and wellbeing

This scheme is expected to prevent premature deaths and other health effects, 
including dementia, cardiovascular disease, damage to any or all organs of the 
body caused by particulate matter and, perhaps most concerning, lifelong and 
irreversible damage to children's lungs.
This scheme could well encourage towns in other parts of Cumbria to propose 
their own Clean Air Zones. The Ulverston plan should not, however, be 
considered a pilot scheme as different approaches would be needed in, say, 
Kendal or Broughton, and as we now know more about the harmful effects of 
vehicle emissions, the situation is surely too urgent to wait for the results of any 
pilot schemes. Similarly, it is considered unnecessary to carry out feasibility 
studies to show us what we already know.
Studies already undertaken in other parts of the country and abroad on the effect 
on trading have shown that pedestrianisation increases footfall by up to 40 per 
cent (see addenda) and in one example an astonishing 162 per cent (although it 
should be noted that that area was extremely bleak and run-down to begin with.)  
The Ulverston scheme will improve health in ways other than  preventing lung 
damage, etc, as people will be obliged to walk at least from the car park to the 
shops (instead of parking outside them, on double yellow lines, as at present.)
This scheme would put Cumbria ahead of the curve, as calls for Clean Air Zones 
are expected to increase, and show that the council cares about the health of 
residents and visitors, as well as - due to the consequent reduction of CO2 
emissions – helping to mitigate climate change.

Workshop or task 
and finish group

A One-day 
Review or a Task 
and Finish Group, 
or both, as 
appropriate. This 
work is 
considered to be 
essential and 
urgent.

Medium Priority – 
suggested for inclusion 
as part of wider 
strategic review of 
health and wellbeing

(4a) Air Pollution in South Lakeland Environment The checking of air quality 
levels - where this takes 
place, how is it report and 
are any changes needed? 
Are any deaths connected 
to this problem?

This could form and shape resident opinion regarding future town centre 
developments e.g. park and ride or pedestrianisation. Might need to bring in 
legislation to fine vehicles who run on idle and pollute areas near schools?

Task and finish 
group

Not specified Medium Priority – 
suggested for inclusion 
as part of wider 
strategic review of 
health and wellbeing

(5) Addiction and Health Awareness Health and wellbeing The Council’s role in 
supporting health and 
wellbeing of residents.

A greater understanding of addiction and how the Council supports its residents 
through working with partners such as Cumbria County Council.

Workshop or task 
and finish group

Not specified Medium Priority – 
suggested for inclusion 
as part of wider 
strategic review of 
health and wellbeing

(6) National Park Partnership Working and Local 
Plan Ambitions

Housing, Environment and Economy Primarily partnership 
working 

Development of greater and more effective partnership working with the National 
Park Authorities, as well as better understanding of their ambitions in relation to 
the area, for example through their Local Plans.

Workshop No Reject – existing 
mechanism in place

(7) Cross-cutting approach to “Superageing 
South Lakeland”. How SLDC can include and plan 
for the needs to the “superagers”.

This links to all priorities of the Council 
Plan.

Housing, Planning, 
Economy, Health and 
Wellbeing, the 
Environment and Transport 
– could we find a co-
operative community 
model to suit?

Add value to future plans – start to show the territory we are headed for. Task and finish 
group

Possibly but it 
could also stand 
alone.

Medium Priority – 
suggested for inclusion 
as part of wider 
strategic review of 
health and wellbeing

(8) The Life of a South Lakeland Child 0 - 19 This links to all priorities Community Safety 
Partnership – safety for 
young people, child sexual 
exploitation drug use and 
online and digital dangers.

Councillors and officers -> parents to become more knowledgeable of the 
pressures on children.

Workshop No specific time. Low Priority – suggest 
briefing which could 
feed into wider health 
and wellbeing review.
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TOPICS SUGGESTED FOR THE 2018/19 WORK PROGRAMME

Suggested Topic Council Plan Links Does this proposal relate 
to an SLDC function?

Expected outcome Suggested 
format

Timing of 
review?

Recommendations

(9) SLDC Asset Review All All Possible “riches for all” e.g. more focused and value driven management of 
SLDC assets.

Task and finish 
group

Not specified Reject – this is already 
on the Work 
Programme

Outstanding Items on the 2017/18 Work Programme

(10) Development of Locality Working through 
Customer Connect

The proposal links closely with the 
Council Plan priorities and targets 
supported by the Customer Connect 
project.

The review would seek to 
create new ways to make a 
number of the Council’s 
current functions work 
together more efficiently 
and effectively.

The review will highlight possible ways of working within communities which can 
be developed as part of the Customer Connect project.

Task and finish 
group

The timing of this 
review will be 
dependent upon 
the roll-out of the 
Customer 
Connect project.

High Priority – carry 
forward into new Work 
Programme.

(11) Access to health and leisure activities for 
older residents
I am concerned that access to health-promoting 
activities for older people is patchy and inadequate, 
for both urban and rural residents. Currently elderly 
patients are bed-blocking the NHS, and social care 
at home is in funding crisis - there is a pressing 
need to help older people remain healthy and active 
for as long as possible by encouraging enjoyable 
physical and activity. In the last few years, we have 
seen the disappearance of most adult education 
classes and the continued closure of rural village 
halls, both places where activities were provided for 
elderly residents. Local bus services to Leisure 
Centres at Kendal and Ulverston are diminishing. A 
glance at the website programme for Kendal Leisure 
Centre shows a total offer of: one 50+ swimming 
session, all other activities open for all ages, many 
sessions being high intensity, eg aerobics. Two 
examples of targeted provision would be table 
tennis or badminton, recommended and appropriate 
activities - the Centre has no organized sessions to 
join, but small private table tennis and badminton 
clubs throughout the district parishes are over-
subscribed. A resident has commented to me that 
recent interaction with Leisure Centre Staff shows a 
company management unaligned to council policy, 
with no promotional acumen, and no age-related 
targets or funding. Most advertising is on Facebook 
or in the Leisure Centre, so not accessible to all. 
Sport England has substantial grants available for 
just such targeted developments, which don’t 
appear to have been taken up at all in South 
Lakeland.

It relates to the Public Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy and related targets:
“Continue to work in partnership with 
North Country Leisure to improve 
health, wellbeing and physical activity 
programmes that are accessible to all”.
It relates to Strategies for Active Travel 
– by foot and bike; there needs to be a 
sufficient level of fitness in the 
population to take up the active travel 
opportunities or they will remain the 
preserve of the already converted.
It relates to the Environment target of “ 
Best use of parks and open spaces”: at 
the moment there is praiseworthy 
improvement of individual parks and 
open spaces by the Open Spaces 
Team, but no overview or vision of how 
best to turn these into places that 
encourage older people to get active.

It relates to the partnership 
between SLDC and North 
Country Leisure, to the 
partnership between SLDC 
and local parishes through 
the Open Spaces Team, 
possibly more.

A district-wide plan and priorities for SLDC’s budget to address the gaps in 
provision.
A renegotiated agreement with North Country Leisure to improve, promote and 
monitor the uptake of activities by older people in Kendal and Ulverston
A named SLDC officer with the remit for sport and leisure activity development, 
in partnership with parishes and other local bodies, said remit to include grant 
applications to Sport England and similar bodies

Task and finish 
group

It would be useful 
to clarify SLDC 
thinking and policy 
to inform 
discussions on 
leisure uses at 
Grange Lido in the 
near future. It 
might tie in with 
renegotiation of 
annual contract or 
targets for North 
Country Leisure.

Medium Priority – 
suggested for inclusion 
as part of wider 
strategic review of 
health and wellbeing
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